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Abstract. Semiconductor nanowires have a number of advantages over thin films and bulk 
analogues, which allow them to be used to develop efficient detectors and light sources. In 
this work, photoluminescence spectra of pure InAs and core-shell InAs/CaF2 and InAs/InP 
nanowires on silicon were studied in the near infrared spectral range at various levels of optical 
pumping and at different temperatures using a vacuum Fourier spectrometer operating in a 
step-scan mode. The observed peaks in the photoluminescence spectra correspond to inter-
band transitions in InAs of sphalerite and wurtzite phases. The photoluminescence spectra of 
CaF2-coated InAs nanowires demonstrated that surface passivation with CaF2 does not change 
the spectral features. It was shown that the absolute value of photoluminescence intensity of 
InAs-core/InP-shell nanowires exceeds the intensity of pure InAs nanowires. It means that sur-
face passivation can reduce an effect of surface states in nanowires on their optical properties.
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Аннотация. Нитевидные полупроводниковые нанокристаллы имеют ряд преимуществ 

по сравнению с пленками и объемными полупроводниковыми материалами, которые 
позволяют использовать их для создания эффективных детекторов и источников 
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излучения. В настоящей работе были получены спектры фотолюминесценции радиально 
гетероструктурированных нитевидных нанокристаллов InAs, InAs/CaF2 и InAs/InP (ядро/
оболочка) в ближнем инфракрасном диапазоне при различных уровнях оптической 
накачки и различных температурах при помощи вакуумного фурье-спектрометра, 
работающего в пошаговом режиме. Обнаруженные в спектрах пики объяснены 
межзонными переходами носителей заряда в InAs разной кристаллической модификации: 
сфалерит и вюрцит. Из спектров нитевидных нанокристаллов, покрытых CaF2, видно, 
что в этом случае пассивация поверхности не изменяет спектральные особенности 
люминесценции. В то же время интенсивность фотолюминесценции нитевидных 
нанокристаллов InAs/InP больше, чем у чистых нитевидных нанокристаллов InAs. 
Таким образом, поверхностная пассивация может уменьшить влияние поверхностных 
состояний на оптические свойства нитевидных нанокристаллов.

Ключевые слова: нитевидные нанокристаллы, пассивация поверхности, 
фотолюминесценция, нитевидные нанокристаллы ядро/оболочка
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Introduction

Nanowires (NWs) based on A3B5 semiconductors have great prospects as a nanoscale plat-
form for efficient electronic devices. The development of light-emitting and photo-converting 
devices based on NWs is a promising and urgent task [1]. NWs, due to their small lateral size 
and small area of contact with the substrate, have some significant advantages over films and bulk 
materials. They can be directly grown on various substrates, for example, silicon [2]. Thus, it is 
possible to produce cheap devices integrated with the silicon industrial platform. Among other 
A3B5 semiconductors, InAs NWs have a number of advantages owing to high mobility, low effec-
tive electron mass, low band gap Eg and high spin-orbit interaction energy. Also, the interest in 
the creation of InAs NWs is caused by the fact that selecting appropriate size of NWs can lead 
to the manifestation of waveguide properties and optical resonances (whispering gallery modes, 
Fabry-Perot and Mi resonances) in the visible and near-IR spectral ranges, which ensure the 
localization and concentration of light inside the NW. In this case, it is possible to achieve effec-
tive absorption of radiation in a small volume of the active region, which should reduce the dark 
current of optoelectronic devices. Surface passivation efficiently eliminates surface states in NWs 
[3]. Due to the high surface-to-volume ratio, it has a significant effect on the optical properties of 
NWs [4]. Light emission related to surface states of core/shell NWs can appear at photon energy 
greater or less than the energy of band gap of InAs NWs and can greatly reduce the luminescence 
efficiency. For InAs NWs, such states have a more essential effect on the emission intensity due 
to narrow Eg and significant contribution of Auger processes [5].

It is known that Eg of InAs-based NWs is larger than in the bulk material [6-8]. Therefore, the 
currently achieved sensitivity of existing detectors based on InAs NWs is limited by 3 μm wave-
length, which is noticeably shorter than the experimentally observed cutoff wavelengths for InAs 
thin-film photodetectors (~3.8 μm). Moreover, there are several unresolved problems in creation 
of InAs NWs-based photodetectors. For example, the photodiodes described in the literature have 
a large dark current exceeding 130 mA/cm2 [9, 10]. The effect of passivation of InAs NWs with a 
wider gap InP, as well as heterostructures of the n-InP/i-InAs/p-Si type, has not been studied in 
details yet. We report on optical characterization of such NWs, which can be used for developing 
new infrared photodetectors.



103

Quantum wires, quantum dots, and other low-dimensional systems

Materials and Experimental setup

Several arrays of InAs NWs were grown by means of solid-source molecular beam epitaxy 
(MBE) on SiOx/Si(111) substrates within the self-induced approach. Boron-doped, vicinal p-type 
Si wafers were used (misorientation 4°, 0.3–0.5 Ohm×cm). Silicon surface oxide layer providing 
NW nucleation was prepared on HF-dipped Si by wet chemical oxidation in a boiling ammo-
nia-peroxide solution (NH4OH:H2O2:H2O with a volume ratio of 1:1:3). Indium, As4 and P2 ele-
ment fluxes were determined from beam equivalent pressures (BEP) measured by Bayard-Alpert 
ion gauge. For all the samples, the In flux was set to a BEP of 8×10−8 Torr, which corresponds to 
a growth rate of approximately 150 nm/h. The InAs NWs were formed at the growth temperature 
Tgr of 460 °C and a high incident As4/In BEP flux ratio of 90, which exceeded the stoichiometric 
value by 5 times. To form a radial InAs-core/InP-shell heterostructure, InP was grown at the re-
duced Tgr of 400 °C and P2/In BEP flux ratio of 32 promoting radial growth. Uniform deposition 
of amorphous CaF2 was obtained at the Tgr of 100 °C.

Typical scanning electron microscope (SEM) image of cleaved Si substrate with pure InAs 
NWs is shown in Fig. 1, a. This morphology is typical for all studied NWs. The feature of this 
synthesis method is the possibility of achieving a high surface density of NWs (≥10 μm–2), which 
significantly reduces light scattering and manifests itself in the matte black surface of the sample. 
Depending on the growth time, the length of NWs can vary from 200 nm to 10 μm, and the 
diameter can vary from 40 to 300 nm. The average diameter of pure InAs NWs is approximatee-
ly equal to 160 nm, their length is about 2.5 μm. We also fabricated a number of samples with 
surface passivation having the structure of InAs-core/InP-shell and InAs-core/CaF2-shell. SEM 
image of InAs-core/InP-shell NWs is presented in Fig. 1, b. The diameter of InAs-core/InP-shell 
NWs lies in the range from 130 to 250 nm for different samples, their length is about 2.5–4.5 μm.

Fig. 1. SEM image of pure InAs NWs (a) and InAs-core/InP-shell NWs (b)

a) b)

The crystal structure of NWs was studied by means of transmission electron microscopy (TEM) 
and electron microdiffraction (see Fig. 2). NWs have a hexagonal wurtzite structure; the NW 
growth axis coincides with the [0001] wurtzite axis. A large number of planar basal stacking fault 
are observed in NWs, and these defects can be of several types. Defects can be represented as 
inclusions of 1, 2 or 3 bi-layers of the sphalerite structure, inclusions of the cubic phase. All stack-
ing faults are parallel to the (0001) growth plane. No other defects, for example, associated with 
the coalescence of neighboring NWs, were found. The electron microdiffraction pattern shows a 
characteristic broadening of reflections in the direction perpendicular to the plane of the defect.

Photoluminescence (PL) spectra were measured with a vacuum Fourier spectrometer operating 
in the step-scan mode with a spectral resolution of about 8 meV. We used the continuous wave 
(CW) laser radiation from a Nd:YAG solid-state laser for optical interband pumping of charge 
carriers in the samples. The pump radiation wavelength was 1064 nm. Nd:YAG solid-state laser 
was pumping by red diodes, therefore we cut this interfering light by IKS3 optical filter mounted 
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b) c)

Fig. 2. TEM image of InAs-core / InP-shell NWs (a). Selected-area (electron) diffraction image along 
(a) <11 2̅0> WZ zone axes (b) and TEM image of InAs-core / InP-shell NWs (c)

in the optical bench. Laser radiation was modulated with a chopper at a frequency of 340 Hz and 
focused on the sample surface with a lens through a fused silica window of a bath cryostat. PL 
radiation from the sample was extracted from the cryostat through a ZnSe window aligned with 
the spectrometer ZnSe window. A KBr beam splitter and a liquid nitrogen-cooled InSb photode-
tector were used. The optical filter made from pure Ge was installed in front of the photodetector 
to prevent pumping radiation scattered from the sample surface to reach the detector. Samples 
were mounted by clamping holder on the cold copper finger of bath cryostat with liquid nitrogen. 
Platinum temperature controller was mounted near the sample. We varied a sample temperature 
from 77 to 300 K. In order to increase the measurement sensitivity, we used a phase-sensitive 
lock-in amplifier SR-830 synchronized with the chopper frequency.

Results and Discussion

Photoluminescence spectra were obtained in the near infrared (IR) range at different levels 
of optical pumping and different temperatures (77–300 K). All samples exhibited two or three 
PL peaks in the photon energy range from 300 to 550 meV.

PL spectra of pure InAs NWs are presented in Fig. 3, a for different pumping levels at the 
temperature of liquid nitrogen. Fig. 3, b shows similar results for the thinner pure InAs NWs 
with low surface concentration. The shape and spectral position of the peaks in these two sam-
ples are the same, but the PL intensity of peaks was significantly lower for thinner pure InAs. 
The increase of the sample temperature leads to a gradual quenching of the PL intensity. To 
analyze the PL spectra, they were fitted into three Gaussian contours (due to the inhomogene-
ous broadening of the PL peaks). Gaussian contours and their sum are presented as dash lines 
in Fig. 3, a. After fitting, three peaks were found at the photon energies of 350, 405, 440 meV. 
Two high energy peaks are associated with direct interband transitions in zincblende and wurtz-
ite phases of InAs NWs [11]. Low-energy peak corresponds to indirect in real-space transitions 
in NWs between regions of the zincblende and wurtzite phases, which have different Eg [12]. 
It should be noted that the presence of alternating crystal modifications is confirmed by TEM 
images (see Fig. 2). Also, small inserts of zincblende phase could be considered as quantum 
wells in the wideband wurtzite phase. This can lead to additional localization of charge carriers 
at the heterointerfaces. The validity of our assumption is confirmed by the absence of peak en-
ergy shifts with increasing of pumping. Similar results were presented in Ref. [12], however, in 
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that case the peak associated with interband transitions experiences a significant blue shift with 
pumping increase which is opposed to our results. Also, the spectra presented in [12] contained 
the peak associated with donor-acceptor transitions.
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Fig. 3. PL spectra of pure InAs NWs at different pumping levels at 77 K (a); PL spectra of the thinner 
pure InAs NWs with low surface concentration (b)

Photoluminescence spectra of InAs-core/CaF2-shell NWs (not shown here) demonstrated the 
same peak positions as it was observed in pure InAs NWs. The dependencies on temperature and 
pumping intensity also were the same. This indicates that the passivating CaF2 layer is amorphous 
and does not affect the band structure of InAs NWs.

Photoluminescence spectra of InAs-core / InP-shell NWs are presented in Fig. 4, a for dif-
ferent pumping levels for NWs with thin shell. Interband PL peak position is about 445 meV, 
which corresponds to the direct carrier transitions in the wurtzite phase. The PL intensity of 
core/shell NWs is 2–3 times higher than intensity of pure NWs. The interband PL peak of 
InAs-core / InP-shell NWs with thick shell was observed at the photon energy about 480 meV 
(see Fig. 4, b). Thus, we can conclude that the InP shell over the InAs NWs provides a signifi-
cant increase of Eg. It can be explained by deformation of the NW core lattice due to compres-
sion by the shell. Increasing the shell of NW causes the higher deformation and corresponding 
higher Eg (see blueshift of PL peak presented in Fig. 4, b). It is important to note that due to 
the passivation of the NW surface, not only the blue shift of the peak was occurred, but also, 
we observed an increase in its intensity. Additionally, it should be noted that longwavelength 
PL peak corresponded to indirect transitions has retained its position in coated NWs. It could 
be explained by the absence of the influence of passivation on the Eg of zincblende. 
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Fig. 4. PL spectra of InAs-core / InP-shell NWs with thick (a) and thin (b) shell at different pumping 
levels at the temperature of 77 K
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Conclusion

Polytypism of InAs nanowires was found and proved by TEM and the measurements of in-
terband PL spectra in the infrared spectral range. The positions of the PL peaks agree with the 
theoretical calculations of other authors. Also, it has been shown that InP passivation of InAs 
nanowires results in a blue shift of interband transitions due to the mechanical strain caused 
by the shell. The PL intensity of core/shell NWs exceeds the PL intensity of pure InAs NWs.
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