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Abstract. The Tunka-Grande array is a part of unified experimental complex, which also 

includes Tunka-133 and TAIGA-HiSCORE (High Sensitivity COsmic Rays and gamma 
Explorer) wide-angle Cherenkov arrays, TAIGA-IACT array (Imaging Atmospheric Cherenkov 
Telescope) and TAIGA-Muon scintillation array. This complex is located in the Tunka Valley 
(Buryatia Republic, Russia), 50 km from Lake Baikal. It is designed to study the energy spectrum 
and the mass composition of charged cosmic rays in the energy range 100 TeV–1000 PeV, to 
search for diffuse gamma rays above 100 TeV and to study local sources of gamma rays 
with energies above 30 TeV. This report outlines 3 key points. The first is the description of 
the Tunka-Grande scintillation array. The second one presents the strategy of the search for 
diffuse gamma rays based on a computer simulation of the Tunka-Grande array. The third 
one is devoted to the prospects for future research in the field of gamma-ray astronomy using 
simulation results. 
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Аннотация. Сцинтилляционная установка Tunka-Grande входит в состав 
астрофизического комплекса TAIGA (Tunka Advanced Instrument for cosmic rays and 
Gamma Astronomy), который также включает в себя широкоугольные черенковские 
установки Тунка-133 и TAIGA-HiSCORE (High Sensitivity COsmic Rays and gamma 
Explorer), сеть атмосферных черенковских телескопов TAIGA-IACT (Imaging Atmospheric 
Cherenkov Telescope) и сцинтилляционную установку TAIGA-Muon. Данный комплекс 
располагается в Тункинской долине (республика Бурятия, Россия) в 50 км от озера 
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Байкал и нацелен на изучение энергетического спектра и массового состава космических 
лучей в диапазоне энергий 100 ТэВ - 1000 ПэВ, поиск диффузного гамма-излучения 
с энергией выше 100 ТэВ и исследование локальных источников гамма-квантов с 
энергиями более 30 ТэВ. В работе приведено описание сцинтилляционной установки 
Tunka-Grande и метода поиска диффузного гамма-излучения на основе проведенного 
компьютерного моделирования. Также указаны перспективы будущих исследований с 
использованием результатов этого моделирования.

Ключевые слова: Космические лучи, широкие атмосферные ливни, установка Tunka-
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Introduction
The study of the charged cosmic rays and cosmic gamma rays of high and ultrahigh energies 

has a great interest for understanding the mechanisms and nature of their origin, which is the 
most important task of modern astrophysics. The investigation of such radiation is carried out 
using method, based on the property of primary particles to generate a cascade of secondary parti-
cles in the Earth’s atmosphere, the so-called extensive air shower (EAS). When an EAS develops, 
a large number of components arise in it. The electron-photon, hadron, and muon components, 
as well as the accompanying Cherenkov, ionization, and radio emission reach the observation 
level within the Earth’s atmosphere. All of these components can be used to reconstruct the prop-
erties of primary cosmic radiation. Nowadays, the simultaneous detection and the study of many 
parameters of an EAS with the help of the ground base hybrid systems similar to the experimental 
complex located in the Tunka Valley, is of major importance.

Astrophysical research in the Tunka Valley has begun in 1993 and for many years was aimed 
at the study of charged cosmic rays, which continues to this day on the Tunka-133 array [1]. It is 
known that primary charged particles are deflected by galactic and intergalactic magnetic fields, 
which lead to the loss of any information about direction to the origin. In many ways, this reason 
has contributed to the rapid development of experimental gamma-ray astronomy in recent years. 
Indeed, since gamma rays are electrically neutral, they can be used as a pointer to the astrophys-
ical objects in which they were produced. However, since the gamma-ray flux is low compared 
to the cosmic-ray flux, the problem arises, how to separate gamma quanta from the background 
events caused by high-energy charged particles. To solve this non-trivial task, the work has begun 
on the creation of the TAIGA-HiSCORE [2, 3], Tunka-Grande [4], TAIGA-IACT [5] and 
TAIGA-Muon [6] arrays in 2012, 2013, 2017 and 2019 respectively.

Experimental set-up

The Tunka-Grande is designed to detect the charged component of an EAS and is presented 
as an array of scintillation counters combined in 19 stations on an area of 0.5 km2. Each of them 
consists of two parts: surface and underground. The first detects all an EAS charged particles 
at the level of the array and consists of 12 counters covering an area of about 8 m2, while the 
second, consisting of 8 counters with a total area of about 5 m2, is located under a layer of soil 
~1.5 m thick and is designed to detect the muon EAS component. Both parts are near to each 
other. The scintillation counter [7] has the form of a truncated pyramid whose inner surface is 
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covered by a thin diffusely reflecting layer of white enamel. Inside the case there is the NE102A 
plastic scintillator in the form of a flat plate 800 mm × 800 mm × 40 mm in size and the Philips 
XP-3462 photomultiplier tube (PMT). Two counters at each station have additional PMTs whose 
amplification factor is 10 times lower than the standard one, ensuring a wide range of linearity 
in the measured signals. It should be noted that this type of counters is also currently used in 
the NEVOD-EAS [8] experiment and has previously been successfully used in the KASCADE-
Grande [9] and EAS-TOP [10] experiments.

The electronics of the Tunka-Grande array [11] largely coincide with the electronics of the 
Tunka-133 array. The stations can send experimental information to central data acquisition sys-
tem when both the external trigger signal arrives from the nearest cluster of the Tunka-133 array 
and when the signal arrives from the local trigger of the surface part. The local trigger generation 
condition of each station is the signal from two relativistic particles at the input of measuring 
channels of electronics. The count rate of one station in the external trigger mode is about 0.1 Hz 
and in the local trigger mode is about 10 Hz.

The aim of the Tunka-Grande array is the studying of the energy spectrum and mass composi-
tion of charged cosmic rays in the energy range of 10 - 1000 PeV, as well as to search for diffuse 
gamma rays about in the same energy range.

Strategy of the search for diffuse gamma rays

Despite more than half a century of work on the search for high-energy diffuse gamma rays, no 
astrophysical photons with energies above 10 PeV have been detected, and at present only upper 
limits on their fluxes have been established experimentally. A great contribution to such research 
in the energy range 10–1000 PeV was made by the EAS-MSU [12] and KASCADE-Grande [13] 
arrays. According to the experimental data of the Tunka-Grande array, preliminary results were 
also obtained [14].

Nowadays one of the most promising approaches to separate events from primary gamma 
rays from the charged cosmic rays background is the studying the muon EAS component, since 
the number of muons in a shower generated by a gamma quantum is an order of magnitude less 
than in the hadronic shower. This in turn requires Monte Carlo simulation of EASes, along with 
selecting and comparing experimental data. For more accurately assess the promise of the Tunka-
Grande array in this direction compared to earlier investigating [14], a new two-step computer 
simulation of the detectors operation was done. At first, the development of an EAS is simulated, 
second, the detectors response to passage of elementary particles is simulated as well. To solve 
these tasks, the CORSIKA (Version 7.7401) [15] and Geant4 [16, 17] packages were chosen as 
the software. EASes were generated from various primary particles (gamma quanta, protons, and 
iron nuclei) for the energy range 16.5 < lg(E/eV) < 17.5 and for an interval of the zenith angle 
0—45°. Hadron interactions at low energies were calculated using the GHEISHA model [18], 
high-energy interactions were processed with the QGSJET-II-04 model [19]. Simulation of the 
detectors response using the Geant4 package is described in the report [20]. 

Fig. 1. Simulated distributions of the muon number
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The distributions of the muon number versus the energy of primary particles are shown in 
Fig. 1. The figure presents the sum of detected particles for underground parts of all 19 stations for 
each EAS initiated by a gamma quantum (green points), proton (black points) and iron nucleus 
(blue points). The events without any detected muons are plotted with lg(Nμ) = —1 to be visible 
at the logarithmic axis. The distributions are approximated by function:

lg(Nμ) = p0 + p1 · lg(E/eV). (1)

It follows from Fig. 1 that, according to the Tunka-Grande experimental data, it is possible to 
separate gamma-ray candidates from the charged cosmic rays background with an efficiency of 
no worse than 50%.

Prospects for the search for diffuse gamma rays

The EAS-MSU and KASCADE-Grande arrays are completed experiments. The Tunka-
Grande array is an active experiment and operates around the clock in the data collection regime 
for almost the entire calendar year over a relatively large total area. Currently, ~240000 EASes 
with energies of primary particles above 10 PeV and ~2000 EASes with energies above 100 PeV 
have been detected over ~8900 hours (5 years of operation). The potential of the experiment 
based on these data will make it possible to detect gamma quanta or to set upper limits no worse 
than existing in the world.

Conclusion

The Tunka-Grande array has great prospects for investigating diffuse gamma rays with energies 
above 10 PeV. Currently, there are experimental data for 5 years of operation of the array. This, 
together with the use of new computer simulation, will improve existing knowledge in the field of 
gamma-ray astronomy in the near future

Acknowledgments

The authors would like to thank Irkutsk Supercomputer Center of SB RAS for providing the access 
to HPC-cluster “Akademik V.M. Matrosov” (Irkutsk Supercomputer Center of SB RAS, Irkutsk: 
ISDCT SB RAS; http://hpc.icc.ru).

REFERENCES

1. Berezhnev S. F., et al., The Tunka-133 EAS Cherenkov light array: status of 2011, Nucl. Instrum. 
Meth. A 692 (2012) 98—105.

2. Tluczykont M., et al., The HiSCORE concept for gamma-ray and cosmic-ray astrophysics 
beyond 10 TeV, Astropart. Phys. 56 (2014) 42—53.

3. Yashin I.I., et al, The Taiga project, J. Phys. Conf. Ser. 675 (2016) 3, 032037.
4. Monkhoev R.D., et al., The Tunka-Grande experiment: Status and prospects, Bull. Russ. Acad. 

Sci. 81 (2017) 4, 468—470.
5. Lubsandorzhiev N., et al., The hybrid installation TAIGA: design, status and preliminary results, 

PoS ICRC729 (2020) 2019.
6. Monkhoev R.D., et al., Tunka-Grande and TAIGA-Muon scintillation arrays: status and prospects, 

J. Phys. Conf. Ser. 1697 (2020) 1, 012026.
7. Likiy O.I., et al., Investigating the characteristics of scintillation detectors for the NEVOD-EAS 

experiment, Instrum. Exp. Tech. 59 (2016) 6, 781—788.
8. Shulzhenko I.A., et al., Status of the NEVOD-EAS experiment, Bull. Russ. Acad. Sci. Phys. 

79 (2015) 3, 389—391.
9. Apel W.D., et al., The KASCADE-Grande experiment, Nucl. Instrum. Meth. A 620 (2010) 202—216.
10. Aglietta M., et al., UHE cosmic ray event reconstruction by the electromagnetic detector of 

EAS-TOP, Nucl. Instrum. Meth. A 336 (1993) 310—321.
11. Monkhoev R.D., et al., The Tunka-Grande experiment, JINST 12 (2017) 06, C06019.
12. Fomin Yu.A., et al., Constraints on the flux of ~ (1016—1017.5) eV cosmic photons from the EAS-

MSU muon data, Phys. Rev. D 95 (2017) 12, 123011.



St. Petersburg Polytechnic University Journal. Physics and Mathematics. 2023. Vol. 16. No. 1.2

484

© Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic University, 2023

13. Apel W.D., et al., KASCADE-Grande Limits on the Isotropic Diffuse Gamma-Ray Flux 
between 100 TeV and 1 EeV, Astrophys. J. 848 (2017) 1, 1.

14. Monkhoev R.D., et al., The search for diffuse gamma rays using data from the Tunka-Grande 
experiment, Bull. Russ. Acad. Sci.: Phys. 83 (2019) 8, 959—61.

15. Engel R., et al., Towards a Next Generation of CORSIKA: A Framework for the Simulation of 
Particle Cascades in Astroparticle Physics, Comput. Softw. Big Sci. 3 (2019) 1, 2.

16. Allison J., et al., Recent developments in Geant4, Nucl. Instrum. Meth. A 186 (2016) 835—225.
17. Agostinelli S., et al., GEANT4--a simulation toolkit, Nucl. Instrum. Meth. A 506 (2003) 250—303.
18. Heck D., Low energy hadronic interaction models, Nucl. Phys. B Proc. Suppl. 151 (2006) 127—134.
19. Ostapenko S., QGSJET-II: physics, recent improvements, and results for air showers, EPJ Web 

Conf. 52 (2013) 02001.
20. Monkhoev R., et al., Geant4 simulation of the Tunka-Grande experiment, J. Phys. Conf. 

Ser. 2103 (2021) 1, 012001.

THE AUTHORS

MONKHOEV Roman D. from TAIGA collaboration
makaay08@rambler.ru
ORCID: 0000-0002-5703-8320

*TAIGA collaboration: 
Astapov I.I., Bezyazeekov P.A., Bonvech E.A., Borodin A.N., Budnev N.M., Bulan A.V., 
Chernov D.V., Chiavassa A., Dyachok A.N., Gafarov A.R., Garmash A.Yu., Grenebyuk V.M., 
Gress E.O., Gress O.A., Gress T.I., Grinyuk A.A., Grishin O.G., Ivanova A.D., Ivanova A.L., 
Ilushin M.A., Kalmykov N.N., Kindin V.V., Kiryukhin S.N., Kokoulin R.P., Kompaniets K.G., 
Korosteleva E.E., Kozhin V.A., Kravchenko E.A., Kryukov A.P., Kuzmichev L.A., Lagutin A.A., 
Lavrova M.V., Lemeshev Yu.E., Lubsandorzhiev B.K., Lubsandorzhiev N.B., Malakhov S.D., 
Mirgazov R.R., Monkhoev R.D., Okuneva E.A., Osipova E.A., Pakhorukov A.L., Pankov L.V., 
Pan A., Panov A., Petrukhin A.A., Podgrudkov D.A., Popova E.G., Postnikov E.G., Prosin V.V., 
Ptuskin V.S., Pushnin A.A., Raikin R.I., Razumov A.Yu., Rubtsov G.I., Ryabov E.V., Samoliga 
V.S., Satyshev I., Sidorenkov A.Yu., Silaev A.A., Silaev A.A., Tarashchansky B.A., Tkachev L.G., 
Tanaev A.B., Ternovoy M.Yu., Ushakov N.A., Vaidyanathan A., Volchugov P.A., Volkov N.V., 
Voronin D.M., Zagorodnikov A.V., Zhurov D.P., Yashin I.I., 

Received 29.10.2022. Approved after reviewing 08.11.2022. Accepted 09.11.2022.


